It is difficult to account for the obstinacy with which this remnant of the yaw adheres to the soles of the feet for such an indefinite period. Tts formation appears to be engendered and fostered by the hardened skin in some negroes; while in others, who are more cleanly and careful of their feet, the complaint is more rare and of shorter continuance. The negroes employ escharotics to remove the crab yaw, but so injudiciously and imperfectly, that much time is required to effect their purpose.
An African practice, however, still in use among the ignorant negro empirics, ought not to pass unnoticed. It is always attended with danger, and in some instances within my own knowledge has proved fatal. It consists in immersing the
